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Investor Signposts: Week beginning August 17, 2026

Australia

Tuesday August 18 Westpac consumer sentiment survey (August) 4.1% in July

Wednesday August 19 Wage Price Index (June quarter) +3.2% YoY tipped

Wednesday August 19 RBA Deputy Governor Andrew Hauser speaks At a summit in Brisbane

Thursday August 20 Melbourne Institute inflation expectations (August) +4.7% in July

Thursday August 20 Unemployment rate (July) 4.4% in June

Friday August 21 S&P Global Australia PMI Composite (August) 53.6 in July

Overseas

Monday August 17 China industrial prodn/retail sales/jobs (July) Data to assess Chinese economy

Monday August 17 US Empire State Manufacturing Index (August) 10.0 forecast

Tuesday August 18 US housing starts (July) 1367k expected

Tuesday August 18 US industrial production (July) 0.3% MoM predicted

Wednesday August 19 US Federal Reserve meeting minutes Insights into July decision to keep rates steady
Thursday August 20 China interest rates decision Expected to keep 1-year prime rate at 3.0%
Thursday August 20 US weekly jobless claims 199k in previous week

Thursday August 20 US Philly Fed Manufacturing Index (August) 25.0 tipped

Friday August 21 US Leading index (July) -0.2% in prior month

Friday August 21 US S&P Global Composite PMI (August) 54.5 in July

Aussie earnings take centre stage

e It is all about the Australian earnings season this week. The big ones — BHP, CSL, Pro Medicus and Cochlear, all
reporting on Tuesday. BHP's share price is hovering near a record and expectations are high for its results, with
copper - now accounting for more of its earnings than iron ore — increasingly seen as a way to play the artificial
intelligence boom. Meanwhile, CSL has rebounded from recent lows, up around 50% since early June, as investors
bet that the company can turn around after a challenging few years. Cochlear has also bounced back following its
shock earnings result in April, and markets will focus on whether the recent slowdown in hearing implant sales
continues.

e Here is the full list of companies reporting this week: JB Hi-Fi, a2 Milk company, Aurizon, BlueScope Steel, GPT,
Lendlease, IRESS, Growthpoint Properties (Monday); Region Group, CSL, Pro Medicus, Cochlear, HealthCo, BHP,
Challenger, Reliance, Sims, HUB24 (Tuesday); lluka Resources, Evolution Mining, Temple & Webster, Breville, BWP
Trust, Mirvac, Fletcher Building, Santos, The Lottery Corporation, Whitehaven Coal, Healius (Wednesday); SkyCity,
Emeco, Northern Star Resources, Dexus, Spark New Zealand, Vicinity Centres, Bega Cheese, APA Group, Downer
EDI, Goodman Group, IPH, Auckland International Airport, Brambles, Sonic Healthcare, Zip, Medibank, Megaport,
Qube, Cleanaway Waste, Ridley Corp, Super Retail, IDP Education (Thursday); Coast Entertainment, Lifestyle
Communities, Charter Hall, Inghams, Latitude, and TPG Telecom (Friday).

e In economic data, the key print will be labour force figures for July on Thursday.

e Inthe US, large retailers such as Home Depot (Tuesday) and Walmart (Thursday) will be reporting their earnings.
Other results include Keysight Technology, Jack Henry (Tuesday); Analog Devices, TJX, Lowe’s, Target, Estee
Lauder (Wednesday); Deere, and Ross Stores (Thursday).

James Gruber, CommSec Equity Market Strategist

IMPORTANT INFORMATION AND DISCLAIMER FOR RETAIL CLIENTS

This content is prepared, approved and distributed in Australia by Commonwealth Securities Limited ABN 60 067 254 399 AFSL 238814 (CommSec) a wholly
owned but non-guaranteed subsidiary of the Commonwealth Bank of Australia ABN 48 123 123 124 AFSL 234945 (the Bank) and a Market Participant of ASX
Limited and Cboe Australia Pty Limited. All information contained herein is provided on a factual or general advice basis and is not intended to be construed as an
offer, solicitation or investment recommendation in any way. It has been prepared without taking into account your individual objectives, financial situation or needs.
Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance. CommSec, the Bank, our employees and agents may receive a commission and / or fees from
transactions and / or deal on their own account in any securities referred to in this communication and may make investment decisions that are inconsistent with
the recommendations or views expressed within this communication. Any comments, suggestions or views presented herein may differ from those expressed
elsewhere by CommSec and / or the Bank. The content may not be used, distributed or reproduced without prior consent and any unauthorised use of the content
may breach copyright provisions. CommSec does not give any representation or warranty as to the accuracy, reliability or completeness of any content including
any third-party sourced data, nor does it accept liability for any errors or omissions. CommSec is not liable for any losses or damages arising out of the use of
information contained in this communication. This communication is not intended to be distributed outside of Australia.



